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A newsletter for teachers and instructional leaders

Reading

Reading, in general, has become a timely concern among educators,
politicians, lobbyists, assessment organizations, and anyone interested in the
Common Core State Standards Initiative. The recent release of a draft form of
the English Language Arts K-12 standards has a list of “Exemplar Texts” for all
grade levels, all forms of reading material. It is sure to generate much
discussion during the public comment timeframe.

NCTE sent an urgent email, writes Nancie Atwell. “[They] are looking for
volunteers for an ad hoc task force whose charge is to gather evidence about
why literature should continue to be taught in the 21st century. Apparently, the
worth of book reading had become an issue among the work groups that...were
writing the K-12 ‘common core standards’ that promise to shape curriculum in
U.S. classrooms.”

Reading every day, be it a magazine, newspaper, novel or graphic novel, is
essential to increasing proficiency in reading. This is according to the National
Assessment of Educational Progress, as well as countless numbers of English
Language Arts educators. And so this month, we at Literacy Matters look at
books that enrich the experience of the classics. These mirror or bridge books
encourage young readers to seek out more experiences with reading.

Mirror books are typically young adult literature which mirror a classic,
sometimes deliberately, sometimes unawares. Dating Hamlet: Ophelia’s Story
(Lisa Fiedler) and Ophelia (Lisa Klein) fall into the first category, with Ophelia
recounting her version of events in Hamlet. Educator Jennifer Morrison writes
in Teacher Magazine (online) about how Twilight is a novel of manners, and
helps students understand Pride and Prejudice. The characters in both “must
overcome the respective rules of their separate social classes...and their own
personal failings to find happiness in love.” In finding connections like these,
teachers can help their students make the transition to the traditional literary
canon that so often forms the backbone of literary studies in a high school.

This transition is not limited to YA novels, or to the ELA classroom.
Science teachers use trade books to help younger students grasp scientific
concepts that might otherwise be too abstract. Social studies departments can
use illustrated or graphic novels to help students with the deeper implications of
war that a textbook is unable to provide — the impact on family, on
relationships, on the individual. Here the mirroring is more about the concept.
By providing a mirror which reflects the essential concerns of a topic, educators
can provide an accessible path for students to understand the content that we
teach.

Atwell, Nancie. “The Case for Literature.” Education Week, Vol. 29, Issue 21, page 32.
February 10, 2010. Accessed online February 8, 2010 at www.edweek.org

Morrison, Jennifer. “Confessions of Twilight Addict.” Teacher Magazine, December 2,
2009. Accessed January 25, 2010 at www.edweek.org/tm/
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Relevant Web Sites:

For specific authors/texts:

www.webenglishteacher.com

For book lists, try

Young Adult Library
Services Association
(division of American
Library Association)
http://ala.org/yalsa

The Assembly on
Literature for Adolescents
http://www.alan-ya.org/

International Reading
Association
www.reading.org

Reflective

R
p -
Questions

Q1. In what ways do you prepare
students for the types of writing they
will be expected to do in "real-life"?

Q2. How do you teach the
dichotomy between "real-world"
writing skills expected in professional
life (expense reports, keeping
meeting minutes, thank you notes,
job applications) and the more
typical day-to-day writing students
use when sending texts, emails,
tweets, etc.?

Q3. What particular assignments
and/or rubrics do you use to
explicitly prepare students for "real-
world" writing (ex. cover letters,
letters of complaint, making a
request, a professional blog, writing
a contract, emailing an employer)?

May We Spotlight You?

The March issue of Literacy Matters will focus on: Real World Writing. If you
would like to be featured 8 Please submit your response to any or all of the
Reflective Questions posed in the panel on the left-hand side of this page.
Alternatively, you may wish to share how Real World Writing works in your
classroom by submitting a sample lesson plan, a description of a successful
instructional strategy, or a sample of student work (with permission). Please
send your contribution by March 15, 2010 to literacy@hcesc.org. We
would love to feature YOU!

Reading Strategy of the Month: 3-2-1

From ReadingQuest.org, originally designed as a Social Studies site, but with
some great resources for all subject areas requiring strong reading skills. This
link will take you to the original document, which also includes a pdf for making
3-2-1 copies to hand out: http://www.readingquest.org/strat/321.html

WhatIsa3-2-17?

The idea is to give students a chance to summarize some key ideas, rethink
them in order to focus on those that they are most intrigued by, and then pose a
question that can reveal where their understanding is still uncertain. Often,
teachers use this strategy in place of the usual worksheet questions on a
chapter. When students come to class the next day, their responses can then be
used to construct an organized outline, to plot on a Venn diagram, to identify
sequence, or isolate cause-and-effect. The students are into it because the
discussion is based on the ideas that they found, that they addressed, that they
brought to class.

How Does It Work?
Students fill out a 3-2-1 chart with something like this:

3 Things You Found Out

2 Interesting Things

1 Question You Still Have
Now, that's just the suggested version. Depending upon what you're teaching,
you can modify the 3-2-1 in any way you choose. For instance, if you've just
been studying the transition from feudalism to the rise of nation-states, you
might have students write down 3 differences between feudalism and nation-
states, 2 similarities, and 1 question they still have.

For more information on transitional literature, try:

Young Adult Literature as Transitional Literature:
http://www.education.com/reference/article/young-adult-literature-
transitional/

Young Adult Literature — Bridges to Classic Literature:
http://www.education.uiowa.edu/crl/bibliographies/documents/YoungAdultL
iteratureBridges2009.pdf

Eureka! Thematic Collections:
http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/tradebooks/thematic_coll.html
Notable Trade Books, Social Studies:
http://www.socialstudies.org/resources/notable

Science Trade Books, K-12:
http://www.nsta.org/publications/ostb/
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